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It has been a whirlwind of a year, with many changes, 

and many more ahead. I would like to introduce myself to 

the members of the society who may not know that I have 

accepted the Presidency after the resignation of Duane 

Brown.  I am a Senior Design Engineer for Mopec, live 

next to the Depot and am part of the “Caboose Crew”. 

 

I would like to thank Duane Brown for his dedication and 

service to the society during his tenure as President, along 

with his lovely wife Esther who always came running 

whenever we needed her help. I honestly believe they are 

some of the most gracious, dedicated people I have ever 

known. I would also like to thank Mike Mason for accept-

ing the job of Vice President. He has been vital to the ca-

boose project since its arrival, always motivating the crew 

if there was a slump, and Joyce Fisher who resigned as 

secretary in May for her many years of dedication to the society, and the community at large in other capacities and 

we thank Linda Berch for her time on the board, and for her assistance with the minutes until we find a new secre-

tary! 

 

The board is in the process of developing a new vision for the future of the Society and moving forward with the 

preservation of many of its assets and the dissolution of others.  In doing so, we hope to stabilize the society financial-

ly, spark new interest, encourage community support, stewardship and volunteerism. There is no use having a muse-

um if it is not open to the public. 

 

After speaking to both visitors and HAHS members,  people are looking for change.  The depot has begun to look too 

much like a “general store”, according to the kids who visit every May.  And while the Museum has accumulated many 

items rich in history, some are neither historical to the Howell area or Livingston county whatsoever. Our focus will 

be to return our historic building to its roots, bring the museum up to par with other Train Depot museums through-

out the state and country and a showcase of rotating collections and special “featured” items. 

 

In planning our future, we will need to evaluate collection items for local or historical significance and if necessary, 

donate duplicates to other societies, even possibly sell items if it is in the best interest of the historical society.  Without 

caring for the 1886 Ann Arbor Train Depot none of the museum collection will have a home and it is an absolute ne-

cessity we do everything we can to maintain the depot, attract new members, volunteers, and visitors.  We need to 

refocus the subject matter of the depot towards more train/rail-fan oriented experience. Fans of trains travel all over 

the  

country every year, spending lots of money along the way. I believe this is the best way forward for the preservation 

of the depot and maintaining the museum.  Also in the thought/planning phase is a Howell “railroad days”,  

possibly coming fall 2016. 

 

Membership dues alone do not even cover 1/3 of operating costs, not counting emergency repairs of things like the air 

conditioning or other utilities we had this year. 

 

I am always open to new and fresh ideas for the future, and if you have a small collection to lend the museum, or 

know someone who would like to join or volunteer, I would also love to hear from you. 

 

Happy Holidays! We look forward to your continued membership and will see you at the annual meeting, (Oct 25, 

2pm) or in the spring!                                                                                                James “Rudy” Rudolph 



T h e  s t o r y  o f  R u a h m a h  
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Ruahmah Hutchings grew up in a home located on the east side of Oak Grove Road just north 
of the intersection of Oak Grove and M-59.  That home is currently owned and occupied by Bill 
and Roberta Simmons, retired Howell Public School teachers. 

Ruahmah was an only child and never married.  Except for a brief time away teaching in the 
Lansing Schools, she lived her entire life on that same property on Oak Grove Rd. 

Ruahmah was an elementary teacher in the Howell Public Schools from which she retired in 
the early 1970’s.  She started her teaching career in the Lansing School District but came back 
to her hometown early in her career.  She spent most if not all of her Howell career at South-
east Elementary. 

Ruahmah was known as a “spent thrift”.  She spent very 
little money on herself and kept her living expenses to a 

bare minimum.  Her annual income as a 
teacher at the time of her retirement was in 
the neighborhood of $11 – $12,000.  That 
modest income combined with her austere life 
style and sharp investment skills resulted in 
the accumulation of a sizable estate at the 
time of her death. 

Having no close living relatives at the time of her death, 
Ruahmah willed her estate, valued in excess of $600,000, 

to Howell Public Schools to be held in Trust by H.P.S. with the proceeds to used to fund scholar-
ships for needy students.  H.P.S. administers the Trust and currently awards up to 20 scholar-
ships per year – each valued at $1,000.  The number awarded varies depending on the earn-
ings of the Trust Fund. 

As for the naming of the Ruahmah Hutchings Elementary School, coincidental to her bequest, 
the Howell Public School District was building a new elementary school at the time of the       
bequest from Ruahmah’s estate.  At that time the Board of Education acted to name the new  
elementary school the Ruahmah Hutchings Elementary School as a way to recognize and    
honor her for her very generous gift.   

Contrary to myth, Ruahmah’s bequest was not used to pay for the building.  

                                                                            Story Contributed by Steve Manor   photo: Brett Stephens 

 

 

Youth table and 

chairs, one of 

the many 

artifacts in the 

museum from 

Ruahmah’s 

childhood 
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CABOOSE NEWS - A lot has taken 

place since spring of this year on the 

1888 Grand Trunk Western! Near-

ing exterior completion, Mike Mason 

has lead the caboose crew with fan-

tastic results.  They have persevered 

through the summer heat to finish 

the painting, installation of the win-

dows and securing the rear entry 

steps.  The stack and deflector are 

up after a wonderful donation from 

Armstrong Enterprises, Inc. who   

donated time and materials to place 

a new roof on the caboose and cupo-

la to protect it for many years to come.   The crew is preparing the exterior with a final coat of 

paint and now are ready to start the logo painting that is the finishing touch to this wonderful 

historic piece before winter takes its bite.  Stacy 

Karnes, a talented local artist, will recreate the 

original logo from the 1900’s on the south side 

(facing Wetmore).  The interior will start the trans-

formation in late  October with new flooring to re-

place missing or dry rotted boards along with new 

paint and reconditioning of old latches and hinges.  

More news to come! 

The Crew is always looking for volunteers to help 

out. Give Mike a call at 517-304-4189. 

The crew normally meets on Thursday nights and 

some Saturday's based on weather conditions. Come down and see our progress!  

A special thank you to Ed, Howard, Bruce, Rudy, Mike and all the caboose crew for their dedica-

tion to this project. 

1 8 8 8  G r a n d  T r u n k  C a b o o s e   
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2 0 1 5  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  M e l o n  F e s t i v a l  C a r  S h o w  

                   2015 Car Show winners  

1st Place  -    1937  Studebaker        Dave Decker 

2nd Place  -  1969 Chevy Camaro    Mike Hunt 

3rd Place  -   1958 Chevy Del Ray     Ben Nekola 

                             Door Prizes: 

Bob Schroeder, Jan Fultz, Branden Nicole, 

George Thompson, Aaron Abramson, J.D. 

Fultz, Mike Miller  

Thank you to our sponsors: Howell Auto Cen-

ter, Scully-Monroe Agency, Inc., Backhuus Auto 

Sales, AAMCO, and JDS Historical. 
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M i l e s t o n e s  

100 years - Citizens Mutual Insur-
ance  -  Citizens Mutual Automobile Insurance 
Co., now HQ on Highlander Way near Howell 
Public Schools campus, was founded by my 
grandfather William Edward Robb on August 30, 
1915 as the first automobile mutual insurance 
company in America.  

Since 1974 it has been known as Citizens Insur-
ance Co. of America and morphed into various 
corporate affiliation name changes and today,  a 
member of the Hanover Group. Wm. Robb, 1903 
graduate of University of Michigan law school who grew up in Livingston County and served two terms as the 
elected county prosecutor then left to work on starting Citizens.  

 On 8/30/1915 he opened his office on the 2nd floor of a Grand River Ave. building just a short ways east of the 
First National Bank and sold the first policy to himself.  A short time later he hired my other grandfather, Mat-
thew Brady, as his first claims adjuster.  During the early years of Citizens, a fair amount of members and rela-
tives of both sets of grandparents worked for Citizens early in their careers and some for their entire career.   

During the 20th Century, a number of local people who worked at Citizens then went on to successful careers 
elsewhere.  For example, the late Charles Itsell (died in March of 2012) who went on to become a leading Howell 
merchant and civic leader, as well his work for St. Joseph's parish.  While working for Citizens, my dad asked 
him to be my confirmation sponsor in 1954 St. Joseph's confirmation class, Bishop Albers presiding.  
 
Memories of Matt Brady 2015         

 

100 years  -  Howell Red Band Motors 
Red Band integral horsepower AC induction motors 
have been manufactured continuously at EAC’s fa-
cilities for 100 years. Built in 1915 by two University 
of Michigan Electrical Engineering professors, the  
original plant supplied most of the Automotive Duty  
Motors for Henry Ford’s Rouge Complex and   
Chrysler’s plants.  
 
Electric Apparatus Company was formed in 1982 
by management buy-out to focus the company’s 
assets on advanced technology and special purpose 
motors. Their mission: develop and manufacture 
truly innovative motors and generators that enable 

the advancement of a broad range of industries. 
 
 

100 years  - McPherson Mansion   The 
mansion was built in 1915 by Robert Bruce McPher-
son, the grandson of pioneer, blacksmith and business-
man William McPherson, who settled in Howell in the 
mid-1830s. 
He was involved in establishing a number of the fami-
ly’s businesses, including the McPherson Oil Co. He 
was also a director of McPherson State Bank and in-
volved in the community as a charter member of the 
Howell Rotary Club and in many others ways. 
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This year our special summer exhibit again came from the collections of  Bruce Pow-

elson. 

He took my first picture in 1957 on a blustery cold and overcast day.  The photo, a      

portrait of sorts, was of his farmer father in his work attire holding his beloved dog 

Snowball, “Snowie” for short, a Samoyed Huskey dog with snow-white fur and deep, 

loving brown eyes.  That picture was taken with a Kodak Brownie Camera (pictured 

here). 

He has always been intrigued by the process which allowed projecting photons to make 

an impression on a photo-sensitive substrate. 

His favorite Science teacher, Mr. Roland Schaadt, graduate of Fowlerville High School, who passed away one day 

short of his 106th birthday, was an avid photographer and would give wonderful      narrations of his explorations.  

As a child Bruce would be transfixed by Mr. Schaadts colorful slide shows and his tales of adventure. 

College was his first opportunity to become heavy into 

photography and it was there when he purchased his 

first professional camera, a 35mm Single Lens Reflex 

with interchangeable lenses. 

The first time an image popped out on a print under the 

ruby red safelight in a darkroom brought goosebumps 

to his arms and a smile to his face. 

Since then his journey has led him to many professional 

film cameras and now to professional digital cameras, 

photographing weddings, sporting events, automobile 

shows, senior pictures for high school students, and 

earning awards in many photographic shows.  Having 

photographed more than a million images has been a great source of pleasure and pride. 

                         Time will tell what fantastic journeys the photographic process will lead to in his future.  

a n d  S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  J o h n  W i l s o n  

S p e c i a l  S u m m e r  E x h i b i t  

John “Jack” Wilson was officially approved of    

Eagle Rank by Troop 362 and Southern Shores 

council at the July 12th Board of Review and       

received his national approval from the Boy 

Scouts of America in late August. 

He chose for his project to restore the original flag 

pole at the museum, construct a new base with 

flower garden and to secure the north side of the 

1886 Railroad Depot with new fencing.  

He was responsible for all stages of planning, 

fundraising and assembling the crew to execute 

the project.  

Congratulations, Jack and thank you for all your 

hard work and dedication. 

http://www.howellareahistoricalsociety.org/
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VG’s Community Rewards Program                                                                                       

still supports the Historical society                                                                                

Don’t have a computer to register?  Call us, we will be glad to help                                                                                                                 

registering your Kroger Card on line                                                                              

will also support the Society.                                                                                          

Remember - Kroger Community Rewards brought over $400.00 in 

donations to the Historical Society this year! 

Throughout the year special people and businesses have stepped up to assist                                                                                 

the society  financially and with  their time and talents.  Special thanks to: 

Joan Wilkinson, Esther Brown and Jackie Rudolph providing the flowers and making our                            

grounds look so inviting this year and Spirit of Livingston for being such a great                                                

supporter of the Historical Society and Car Show.  

S o m e t h i n g  F u n  f o r  t h e  H o l i d a y  S e a s o n                

Departs from Owosso every weekend from November 20th through December 20th 

Volunteers and Museum Docents needed 

Please consider signing up for the 2016 schedule to open the museum                                                                 

on a Summer Sunday from 10am -  2pm  or on a weekday night from 5pm - 7pm 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.howellareahistoricalsociety.org/


Our updated website gives us the opportunity               

to share more history, our current projects,                     

and to preserve memories shared with         

the society.  

You can even renew your membership, pur-

chase a “This Place Matters” brick, drop us      

a email, sign up as a volunteer or make a 

donation online.  

“like” our facebook page for updates. 

2015 - 2018                               

Board of Directors  

President               

James “ Rudy”  

Rudolph                             

517.404.0927 

Vice President    

Mike Mason                  

517.304.4189 

Treasurer                                         

Bruce Powelson 

517.548.2793  

Secretary                                           

Open Seat 

 

Trustees                                       

open seat                 

Joan Wilkinson             

John Jankiewicz  

Museum Director                      

Judy Burns                                           

517.546.1934  

Not a member? Join today!                                                         

Your support is vital to the preservation of local history 

January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015 

Single  - $15.00    -     Family  - $25.00     -     Contributing  - $100.00   

Lifetime  -  $500.00   Donations welcome 

Howell Area Historical Society 

P.O, Box 154 

Howell, MI 48844 




